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A refurbished JR West 683-4000 series EMU on

a Thunderbird limited express service near Yamazaki Station by

DMX123ZA under CC BY 2.5

https://news.tv-asahi.co.jp/news_society/articles/90017514
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Rise and Fall of Languages in

Takie Okumura, 1896 “Paradise”
UH Manoa Hamilton Library

Japanese School established by

The first [apanese school in Honeluly, located a1 the corner of
Ru'uanu and Beretania Streets. 15 initial encollment was about 30

students. [n addition to Japanese languape instrudtion, the scheol
alsa affored moral and physical education. The founder, Reverend ~y 3% * i Z SR

Takie Okumura, wearing a kimono, is seen at the back left.
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HAWAII JAPANESE LANGUAGE SCHOOL PRIMER
BOOK I

47

Approved by the Department of Public Instruction,
For use in the first primary grade
of the Japanese Language Schools of the Territory.
Published by Honolulu Star-Bulletin.
Copyright 1925, by the Department of Public Instruction,
Territory of Hawaii.
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Kona Imin (Immigrant) Center

The land where this Center now stands was originally the site of the Holualoa Japanese
Language School which was built in 1898. For many Japanese immigrants, it was important to retain
cultural ties to the homeland they had left and that meant making sure that their children could
speak Japanese. These immigrants pooled their resources and bought the land to build the Holualoa
Japanese Language School. Many of the area children received Japanese language instruction six
days a week after coming home from a full day of English school.

When World War |l started, the Holualoa Language School was closed by Executive Order 9066
issued by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. The United States viewed anyone of Japanese ancestry as
an enemy and it became a crime even to speak Japanese in public. After the war, the Holualoa
Japanese Language School reopened but soon after closed again as the children and grandchildren
of the original immigrants assimilated into the unique Hawaii culture. In 1973, a momentous
decision was made by the Holualoa Japanese Community Association which consisted of the five
kumiai that owned the land; the Holualoa Maucai, Holualoa Nogyo, Kahaluu, Kamalumalu and
Waiaha kumiais, to donate the land, consisting of 2.87 acres, to the County of Hawaii with the only
condition that the land be used for a community center that would benefit all people.

The Holualoa Community Center was completed in July 1978. In 1985, The Holualoa Community
Center was renamed the Kona Imin Center in tribute to the 100th anniversary of Japanese
immigration to Hawaii. The Kona Imin Center is a testament to the hard work and determination of
immigrants from all lands who came to Hawaii in search of a better way of life.
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